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proposed meeting, so I said, "I shall not call the meeting unless you
and Motilalji want it or unless I get a representative requisition.
But I must confess to you that I do not share your faith. Look at
the Hindu-Muslim differences which are widening. Contemplate
the Brahmin and non-Brahmin quarrels. See the political parties
in Bengal. We have apparently never been so weak as now. And
don't you agree with me that Englishmen have never conceded
anything to weakness? I feel that we must make ourselves irresis-
tible before we may expect anything big from England.5 * Desh-
bandhu became impatient and said, 'You are arguing like a logi-
cian. I am speaking to you what I feel. Something within me tells
me we are in for something big." I argued no more* I bowed my
head in reverence before a faith so robust. I told him I had great
regard for English character, I had inestimable friends among
them, but I saw that his faith in them was greater than mine. Let
Englishmen know what a great friend they have lost in Desh-
bandhu*

The Pir question at Calcutta troubled him a great deaL He
was anxious that I should do what I could for its settlement. He
said: "I want to placate the Mussalman feeling. I had hoped that,
after the walling-in of the tomb, there would be nothing more heard
about it. But now that there is a strong agitation about the dis-
interment, I cannot resist it. The law seems clearly against the
burial on unauthorized ground. Neither Subhash nor Suhrawardy
had any authority to grant the permission. But I must carry the
Mussalmans with me in all I do. I am trying to induce them
to remove the body themselves. I have every hope that they will
listen to me."

We discussed the Tarakeshwar affair and the result was em-
bodied in a statement1 which was to be signed by him and me if
it was necessary. We discussed, too, Dr. Besant's manifesto. It was
the first in point of time to be discussed as he had promised an early
reply to her. The result of that discussion was a letter2 that he
despatched to Dr. Besant.

But the thing that most occupied our time was a discussion of
the charkha and khaddar especially in their bearing on village re-
organization on which he had set his heart and for which he had
collected nearly 1J lacs of rupees. I told him that his scheme
was much too ambitious to be put into force all at once, that I had
studied the skeleton which was shown to me by Pratap Babu and

1 Vide "Duty of Satyagrahis", 25-6-1925.

2 Vide "Draft of Letter to Annie Besant", 4-6-1925.